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Thank You
Thank you for ordering from www.TeachSundaySchool.com. We strive to oﬀer you top notch Bible teaching tools. Feel
free to contact us with any questions a marykate@teachsundayschool.com.

How to Print
If you are having any trouble printing, here are some helpful tips:
1) Adobe Acrobat PDF Reader is the most universal PDF reader and comes standard on most computers. If you are having
issues, check to make sure you are using a recent version of Adobe, which is available free online here.
2) If for any reason a page is being cut oﬀ, when you push the “print” button and the dialogue box pops up, check the box
“ﬁt”.

Terms of Use
The material enclosed is copyrighted. You do not have resell rights or giveaway rights to the material provided herein. Only
customers that have purchased this material are authorized to view it.
Allowed:
You are able to print as many times as you would like for personal, family, or single church/school use. (Please show this
to any printer you may take this to in order to prove that you are not infringing on the copyright by printing this ﬁle).
If you would like to use this ﬁle for multiple schools or churches, please email us at
marykate@teachsundayschool.com for information on a bundle purchase price.
Not Allowed:
This digital ﬁle cannot be given to anyone else. In order to own a digital ﬁle, it must be purchased.
This ﬁle is never to be emailed to anyone else for the purpose of giving it to them or sharing it with them. In order to
own a ﬁle, it must be purchased.
Do not post this ﬁle, or images from this ﬁle on a blog, website, or anything like it for the purpose of giving it away or
selling it.
Do not change this ﬁle in any way.
Do not use all or part of this ﬁle for commercial use in any way.
Anything that is not meant for the intended use of this ﬁle, which is for personal, family, or single church/school use is
not allowed. We are oﬀering this as a digital ﬁle for the convenience of our customers. Any abuse of that is not allowed.
If you feel you have obtained an unauthorized copy of this material, please email us at marykate@teachsundayschool.
com

Legal Notice
While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this publication, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors, omissions or contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. The publisher
wants to stress that the information contained herein may be subject to varying state and / or local laws or regulations.
All users are advised to retain competent counsel to determine what state and / or local laws or regulations may apply to
the user’s particular operation.
The purchaser or reader of this publication assumes responsibility for the use of these materials and information. Adherence to all applicable laws and regulations, federal, state and local, governing professional licensing, operation practices,
and all other aspects of operation in the US or any other jurisdiction is the sole responsibility of the purchaser or reader.
The publisher and author assume no responsibility or liability whatsoever on the behalf of any purchaser or reader of these
materials. Any perceived slights of speciﬁc people or organizations is unintentional.
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Introduction
Some children feel that David lived at the same time as Jesus. And if he didn’t, what difference
does it make? A LOT.
Welcome to Bible Eras At-a-Glance, an easy way to help children understand the path of Bible
history.
All events in the Bible are building blocks. One builds on the next until, around 0 BC/AD, the
Messiah arrives as the greatest hero of all! To be able to put Bible events—or at least the biggest
ones—in order will tell incredible things about the nature of God, the nature of man, why we
needed Christ, and how our world is affected by him today!

The Method Behind our Teaching
When children learn the Bible, the things they are most likely to relate to are the Bible heroes. And
God arranged things in a very cool way. The biggest Bible heroes and the events surrounding
them happen in 500-year increments. Learning Bible Eras is made simple by naming these six
periods after their corresponding hero, such as we have:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Noah: 2500 BC
Abraham: 2000 BC
Moses: 1500 BC
David: 1000 BC
Great Exile: 500 BC
Jesus: 0 BC
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Patterns in History & Our Use of Them
Human history via the Bible is so easy that it is intriguing! Human history started with a 2,000year period, running from Adam to Abraham. It may end with a 2,000-year period, which runs
from Christ to us. In the middle are 4 periods of 500 years each. The births of the most wellknown characters start each one!
That’s it! Biblical human history of 6,000 years at a glance is before you!
Please note that most all dates on our materials are estimates, including Christ’s birth year.
However, the dates we have selected are accepted by Christian scholars, with variations on the
early dates broadening. For example, one school of thought puts Abraham’s birth 200 years later
than we do, and differing dates of the Great Flood range several hundred years.
The reasons for the variations have to do with the early Jews using a different calendar than we
do, as well as the concept of our overview, including BC and AD, being inconceivable to early
chroniclers. Genesis 5 and 11 are genealogies, and it is obvious the chroniclers were trying to give
every clue possible for future generations to gage the passage of time. But estimates are still
necessary.
However the 2,000/500/500/500/500/2,000 theory works with most all estimates! And it makes
the overview of history quite easy to understand.
The system almost works like clockwork. You can see one period not named after one Bible hero:
Period 5 is named after the Major & Minor Prophets—16 total. Many prophesied about the Great
Exile that was coming or about the kingdoms’ bad behavior that kept building toward it. Hence,
the Era 5 timeline reaches back almost 300 years, to 800 BC, to capture the prophesies about the
big event.
The system gives you a great chance of presenting history in a way that most kids will “get it.” If
they can remember their favorite heroes in order: Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, [The Prophets]
and Jesus, the Bible will suddenly make a lot of sense!

In the package, you will find all of this:
•
•
•
•
•

A History of the Bible at a Glance Timeline that you could keep on your Sunday school
classroom wall at all times to show children when their favorite heroes lived. It comes with its
own worksheet.
A Teacher’s Answer Sheet will be provided that contains the answers on all worksheets.
Plus, the following are included for each of the six eras:
A text “cheat sheet” that gives the most important information students need to know;
A color-coded timeline to help kids remember each period better, complete with some
interesting information about that character or period. Each era’s timeline is color-coded
to match the History of the Bible at a Glance Timeline colors. Colors are another way to
reinforce.

A worksheet where kids have to fill in the blanks—mostly by studying the timeline, but sometimes
completing a Bible lookup. If there is a Bible lookup on the worksheet, use the New International
Version (NIV) unless otherwise indicated.
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Ways to Use this Package
There are so many ways to use Bible Eras At-a-Glance, and here are just some:
If you realize your students think the story happened recently, or around the time of Jesus (or
didn’t happen at all!), simply work with a cheat sheet and worksheet to get them understand much
more about it.
If you want to do a series on understanding Bible history, you will be helping your students more
than you realize. One thing that gives Christianity so much credibility is its historicity. Kids are
taught to doubt their faith (in schools, almost systematically) and understanding that these events
have actual time/placement makes them factual as well as interesting. What a faith-builder! Use
the worksheets for reinforcements.
Teach Bible stories in enlightening new ways: Regardless of what you are teaching, these Bible
Eras can shed more light on characters and situations.
Use the sheets for series interludes or for help on a slow day. Students can play games with the
Bible verses, have lookup relays, or hold general discussions on what situations in their lives will
benefit by the subject. The wealth of scriptures will prepare them for the week ahead and for the
distant future as well!

What’s Most Important
Your students need to understand their Bibles are true and not made up of myths. They need to
know Jesus is historically relevant, as was King David 1,000 years earlier and Moses, 500 years
before that! To make Bible history incredibly easy to place, let’s get started now!
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Intro to Bible Eras: Bible Human History at a Glance
Approximate Dates: 4000 BC to 2000 AD (today)
Human history via the Bible is so easy that it is intriguing! Human history started with a 2,000year period, running from Adam to Abraham. It may end with a 2,000-year period, which runs
from Christ to us. In the middle are 4 periods of 500 years each. The birth of the most well-known
characters start each one!
The Eras are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4000-2000 BC – Events surrounding NOAH and pre-recorded history
2000-1500 BC – Events starting with ABRAHAM
1500-1000 BC – Events starting with MOSES
1000-500 BC – Events starting with DAVID
500- 0 BC/AD – Events surrounding the GREAT PROPHETS
0-2000 AD – Events starting with JESUS

The Dates are Estimates
These dates and most dates in the Bible are estimates, including Christ’s birth year. The actual
dates may be 50 years or more off.
Why can’t we know the actual dates? The variations have to do with the early Jews using a
different calendar than we do. It has 360 days per year. Concepts such as our BC and AD would
have been inconceivable to early chroniclers. It is obvious from genealogies, such as Genesis 5 and
11, the chroniclers were trying very hard to give every clue possible about the passing of time to
future generations. But estimates are still necessary.
It’s 2,000/500/500/500/500/2,000 plus a few names
It’s two 2,000-year periods surrounding four 500-year periods that make up human history
according to the Bible. It gives an excellent yet easy way to picture human life.
Then, just remember the most well-known heroes in order: Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, the
Prophets and Jesus as the names of each era. The Bible will suddenly make a lot of sense!
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